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We have found that the action of seleaous acid in acet ic  or formic  acid on o-aminothiophenols readi ly  
forms benzo- l ,2 ,3- th iase lenazol ium salts  (I) {yields 28-54%). These new heterocycl ic  cations, which are  
the 2-selena analogs of the Hertz salts ,  c rys ta l l ize  well in the form of double salts  with zinc chloride and 
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In,  b 

I a R=CI; b R=CH~0 

in the form of pe rch lo ra tes .  Their  s t ruc ture  is shown unambiguously by their PMR spect ra  in which multi-  
plets  of a romat ic  protons  of the ABX type are  seen. The downfield shift of the signals of the protons,  and 
also the deeper  colorat ion of the compounds as compared with the Hertz sa l ts ,  shows the g rea te r  t ransfer  
of charge into the benzene nucleus. UV spect rum,  ~max, nm flog ~): (In) 445 (3.59); (Ib) 475 (3.92). 
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